
Honduras Agape Foundation Board Meeting 
May 20, 2009 

St. John’s UMC, Ward Hall 1   
 

Attendance:  Bill Bengtson, Allen Blancett, June Blohm, Ken Blohm, Anne Buffington (via SKYPE video call), George Dewhirst, 
Karen Livingston, Ed Norton, George Sewell, Randy Shelley, Jerry Taylor, Tommy Thompson, Roxanne Turnipseed, Sam 
Turnipseed 

                 
Meeting called to order by Allen Blancett at 7:02 pm 

 
1. Opening prayer and devotional by Jerry Taylor 

 
2. Agenda reviewed and approved with addition of it em 6b. below. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes of April 2009 meeting 

MOTION:  Amend the “In-Depth Review of the AP Program” section of the April minutes—Motion Passed   
MOTION:  Approve the April minutes as amended. -- Motion Passed  
 

4. Treasurer’s Report-- Tommy  (See Attachment #1) 
--Undesignated Funds:  Although there remains a negative balance in the undesignated cash category, the deficit has been 
greatly reduced due to contributions from the fundraising campaign and other general donations deposited into the general 
fund over the past two months. 
--Ban Pais Issues:  Due to recent changes in bank policy, we can no longer communicate financial transaction requests 
directly to the bank in Quimistan via email attachment.  As a temporary measure, we are sending the requests via email to our 
administrative assistant in Honduras, who then delivers the requests in person.    
  

5. Committee Reports—Updates and clarifications to previously submitted reports 
a. Executive--Allen  (See Attachment #2) 

--MOTION:  Routine monthly meetings of the HAF Board of Directors will include a “consent agenda.”—Motion Passed  
The consent agenda process was explained.   It was agreed that the consent agenda will be prepared and distributed to 
the BOD on the Saturday prior to the meeting during which the official vote will be conducted.  In addition, the consent 
agenda will reference the source documents from which the various motions have been taken. 
--Research is being conducted to better understand the legal regulations governing how funds are received by HAF and 
disbursed.  The IRS booklets Tax Guide for Churches and Religious Organizations and Charitable Contributions 
(Publication 526) are two resources being used.  In addition, a plan was announced in which the president, along with 
several members of the finance committee and the HAF’s accountant would consult with an attorney familiar with tax 
exempt organizations to discuss legal guidelines governing HAF financial transactions. 

b. Nominating—Ed 
There is an urgent need to fill the position of HAF Treasurer left vacant due to the recent resignation of Tommy 
Thompson.  No nominees have been identified. 

c. Finance—Tommy 
No further report. 

d. Fundraising—Ken  (See Attachment #3) 
Ken recommended that HAF pursue the Holley Heating and Air contest again in June. 

e. Awareness and Development—Roxanne 
Updates to the website have been submitted to Adrian, our webmaster.  Due to the extent of revision needed, Adrian has 
suggested that we revise the format of the current website.  This revision has begun and further input from the BOD will 
be solicited as needed. 

f. Medical—June  (See Attachment #4) 
--Dental Updates:  Anne Buffing ton and June Blohm have been in communication to coordinate the proposed August 
team dental outreach.   In addition, Dr. Randy Shelley and Dr. Wesley Ferguson are working to coordinate the specific 
needs.  Current plans are underway to have the portable dental unit (currently stored in Quimistan) transported back to 
the US by the June team for servicing and returned to Quimistan with the FPCA team in mid-July to be used by the 
August team. 
--Biosand Filter Project:  When Samaritan’s Purse backed out of the biosand filter project in Santa Clara early this month, 
Adolfo Leon (Central American CHE coordinator for Lifewind, International)  provided a referral to Joel Aycock, an 
individual affiliated with another NGO near Copan that does a comprehensive biosand filter program similar to that of 
Samaritan’s Purse.  We are continuing to follow leads with this organization and other possible partners to continue to 
address the need for clean water in the Santa Clara community.  
--August Starkville team:  Anne Buffington announced that a registered nurse and a veterinarian will be on their team to 
provide assistance as needed.  

g. Construction--George D.  (See Attachment #5) 
--Tierra Blanca update:  Construction has been completed. 
--Senora Umanzor’s Kindergarten Kitchen/Pantry Project:  Still awaiting funding.  Estimated cost:  $5500 (Plans are 
comparable to Tierra Blanca—extra costs cover site preparation/grading work to raise the elevation prior to construction)  



This facility would support the weekly AP Bible study feeding program and possibly be available to support the weekly 
feeding program for the Ministry of the Highway.  
--Report was given on status of automotive repairs underway on vehicle used to transport mission team members and 
assist with HAF funded construction projects.   

h. Evangelism and Nurture—Roxanne  (See Attachments #6, #7) 
MOTION:  The HAF flier be approved for printing and distribution during the 2009 summer months, and an 

evaluation be held at the beginning of August with area pastors and HAF support staff.—Motion Passed 
MOTION:  HAF approve a donation of $500 to support and maintain Club Desafio at the colegio of Quimistan.—

Motion Passed   
i. AP—Ken  (See Attachment #8) 

BOD members asked whether policies currently exist regarding reinstatement of individuals back into the AP program if 
they have previously been dropped from the program.   This issue was referred back to the Blohms for further study and 
evaluation. 

j. QVS—Sam 
No significant change in status of program.   As of May 13, HAF is currently at the “break even point,” having matched all 
of the funds so far collected by the Quimistan community.  HAF is now waiting for Quimistan community funds to come in 
before further HAF matching funds are disbursed into the program.  There is an ongoing need for fundraising efforts to 
solicit support for this program.  

k. Travel--Roxanne  (See Attachment #9) 
MOTION:  To provide Arturo Antelo with the designated $600 plus an additional $600 to make needed repairs to his truck 

and to purchase new tires in preparation for team support travel. ($616 – tires, $401 - clutch repairs, $60 -tune up, 
$100- drive train overhaul. $135 already spent on parts purchased in US)—Motion Passed   

  As noted during the construction report, some of the truck maintenance work has already been completed. 
MOTION:  To allow the Turnipseeds to place their request for reduced fees to ship the 1999 Ford Expedition to the 

shipping co. on HAF letterhead.  No responsibility will be taken on by HAF in so doing—Motion Passed 
Roxanne passed around thank you notes received from three of this summer’s travel scholarship recipients. 

l. Special Committee on Justa Stove Construction--G eorge D.  (See Attachment #10) 
Five griddle tops remain from the supplies purchased to support construction of the first three Justa stoves in Santa Clara.  
The estimated cost to complete construction of the 5 remaining stoves is $35 each.  A set of criteria has been established 
for use in determining a prioritized list of recipients of future stove construction in Santa Clara.  A committee of women 
from the Santa Clara community is meeting to create the list.  Attempts are also being made to identify potential workmen 
and a recipient for a Justa stove project in Quimistan.  
MOTION:  Once a suitable recipient has been identified, HAF authorize $40 to complete construction of a Justa Stove in 

Quimistan to train a local workman using one of the available griddle tops.—Motion Passed 
MOTION:  With agreement of donor, authorize Maynor to disburse funds for building up to 40 Justa Stoves in Santa Clara 

in 8-stove lots at a price not to exceed $60/stove—Motion Passed 
Some concerns were voiced regarding the current trend in which donors’ designated funds appear to be driving the 
projects of HAF.   Topics of discussion included,  “Who sets the vision and goals for HAF—the BOD or our donors?”   
“What role does donor interest play in selection of projects?”   “How can the BOD maintain a proper balance between 
designated and undesignated funds?”   Due to differing opinions on this matter, it was proposed that the BOD take time to 
address this issue in greater depth in the fall. 
. 

6. Unfinished Business 
a. In-Depth Review – Construction--George D.  (See Attachment #11) 

Discussion addressed ways the Construction Committee plans to handle the ongoing list of project requests.  George 
stated that he is planning a “sit-down meeting” with J. Pinto and Maynor in July to discuss recent project requests, 
including those from El Pinal, Jicaro, and Las Montanitas.  They will be asked to evaluate the legitimacy of projects, 
provide cost estimates, and submit recommendations back to the Construction Committee for the recommended 
approach by the BOD.  The Construction Committee chair agreed with the need to respond expeditiously to those who 
have presented project requests to inform them of the status of their request.   Several other issues and governing 
guidelines covered in the attached report were discussed briefly.  

b. Response to Letter from Arturo and Suyapa 
In response to the letter from Arturo and Suyapa previously read at a special called meeting of the BOD in early May, brief 
discussion was held to determine the policy of the BOD regarding management of HAF funds designated for Santa Clara 
projects and OASIS ministry.   The Construction Committee agreed to meet and submit to the BOD a formal procedure for 
managing funds for construction related projects in Santa Clara.  The Executive Committee agreed to submit a procedure 
for handling other designated funds not associated with construction projects.   Further discussion will be held at the next 
scheduled monthly BOD meeting.  A formal letter will be sent to Arturo and Suyapa explaining the final decision of the 
BOD. 

c. Mission Trip Planning Update--George D.  (See Attachment #12) 
i. June 10-20 

ii. July 5-15 
iii. July 20-27  (See Attachment #13) 



iv. July 28-Aug 7 
Ken Blohm submitted a request for each of the summer mission teams to assist with construction of desks and benches 
for the school in Teoxintales, one of the “Adopt-a-Villages.”  Due to the number of construction projects already approved 
for the summer teams, it was requested that the construction committee chair and individual team leaders work together 
to determine whether to incorporate this project into their schedule of activities, who would oversee the project, where 
supplies will be purchased, etc.  Although up to 60 sets have been requested, the BOD voted to initially approve 
construction for 20 sets.   
MOTION:  If funding is not available for Sra. Umanzor’s kindergarten, approve construction of 20 sets of desks and 

benches for Teoxintales at a cost of $74 per set ($46/desk and $28/bench) contingent on availability of funds.—
Motion amended  

AMENDED MOTION:  Approve construction of 20 sets of desks and benches for Teoxintales at $74 per set contingent on 
availability of funds.—Motion passed 

d. Integrated Long-Range Plan—Jerry 
Jerry requested that all committee chairs submit a proposed 2 year plan for their committee work within the next month, or 
as soon as possible, so he can begin developing a long-range plan for HAF. 

e. Review of OASIS NGO Bylaws—Jerry 
No Report. 

f. HAF Registration as Honduran NGO--Jerry  
No Report. 

g. Ministry of the Highway--Ken 
MOTION TO AMEND:  As approved in April —“ HAF provide the Ministry of the Highway soup every Friday 

night for the price of $70, to be prepared by  Gloria, administered by Maynor, and distributed by Sr. Carmaco 
contingent upon availability of funds.  Annual cost: $3640.”   

PROPOSED AMENDMENT:  Add the following:   “In addition, (insert the Committee who owns this 
responsibility or sponsors) will identify alternatives to help the Highway people to become self sufficient by 
purchasing and teaching them to raise animals or farm products, or find opportunities for employment.”—
Motion failed.  

To keep from creating a system of dependency among members of the highway community, several BOD 
members requested that HAF pursue additional avenues of ministry that would enable the community members 
to become self-sufficient in areas such as food production, employment, etc.  Due to the complexity of the issues 
involved with such an approach, George Dewhirst agreed to establish a special committee to address and 
oversee the Ministry of the Highway program.  He welcomes participation from anyone with an interest in working 
on this committee. 

 
7. Meeting Adjourned at 9:32 pm 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Karen Livingston, Secretary 
 
Committee Reports Follow 
 
 

 
Attachment #1 

April 2009 Financial Report 
 
Tommy Thompson has resigned as Treasurer as of April 30.  He will continue to work with Allen and a new Treasurer, when elected, for 
a short while, as time and talent permit. 

The HAF financial status as of April 30 is shown below.  One change in reporting to note is that money sent to Quimistan to a holding 
account, but not yet distributed to a working account, such as Medical or Construction, is now included as part of our “cash on hand”.  
This helps to provide a more realistic reading of our “designated” and “undesignated” funds. 

You will note that our undesignated funds as of March 31 have been restated from a negative $11,284.32 , to a negative $$4,272.93.  
This is the result of several factors: 

• The accounting change mentioned above. 

• An inexperienced Treasurer and a complex financial tracking system.  Allen and Tommy have gone through all the records for this 
year and updated the status on designated funds.  General Fund contributions for April have further reduced our undesignated 
deficit by more than half to a negative $1863.82, and contributions so far for May have brought us to just about even. 

• A major change in the  National Bank of Honduras (BanPais) banking system in February, which resulted in: 

1. Loss of all account activity data for January.  (This was later obtained in person by Tommy during the March trip.) 
2. Loss of Internet access to the holding account in February;  the March team took corrective actions to get us back in 

control with online access. 



3. Longer delays for fund transfer requests, since they all now must go through the main office in San Pedro Sula, rather than 
being handled directly by the service manager in Quimistan. 

4. The service manager in Quimistan no longer being able to send e-mails to customers, so she can't communicate with us 
electronically. 

Our Spring fundraising letter has been a major factor in our improving financial status (Thanks, Ken!)  However, new uncommitted 
funds must continue to exceed the amounts we are spending at faster than our budgeted rate, in areas such as Honduras 
Administration, Medical, QVS, and mission trips.  Otherwise, we will not have the funds to undertake new projects as they emerge. 

In the future, funding needs will have to be anticipated well in advance, since it can now take up to a month to get money from the 
Aiken account to the correct working account in Quimistan so that it can be utilized.  This includes a 10-working-day holding period in 
the Vanguard account before it can be moved to Honduras. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Tommy Thompson 



 



Attachment #2 
Executive Committee Report 
Submitted by Allen Blancett 

5/16/09 
 

Consent Agenda  – In a further attempt to expedite our progress through settled and routine business matters during BOD meetings, 
and to allow more of our meeting time for consideration of mission, goals, plans, and issues, we are proposing to adopt a “consent 
agenda” to be used for BOD meetings. 
 
Motion:  Routine monthly meetings of the HAF Board of Directors will include a “consent agenda.” 
Implementing a consent agenda would involve the following 
1. The consent agenda would consist of routine financial, legal, and administrative matters that require board action. 
2. Consent agenda items would be expected to be non-controversial, not requiring discussion. 
3. Motions, resolutions and all supporting materials for the consent agenda would be sent to the Directors no later than Saturday 

before the following Wednesday’s meeting. 
4. The consent agenda would typically be the first item of a board meeting, after prayer. The chair would ask if any member wished to 

remove an item from the consent agenda.  If two Directors requested that an item be removed, it would be scheduled for later in 
the meeting. 

5. The consent agenda generally would be adopted by majority vote as a single question.  At the request of two or more Directors, it 
would be divided into several, separate items for voting. 

6. In the case of adverse unintended consequences, use of the consent agenda could be rescinded by vote of the Board, 
 
Examples:  
1. The following items would be considered suitable for the consent agenda: 

·  Approval of minutes 
·  Approval to continue established relationships or replace a volunteer who has resigned with a person recommended by the 

affected committee. 
·  Approval of motions from committees when the executive committee believes they will be non-controversial. 
·  Approval to disburse funds which have been received and designated as donated for a specific purpose (e.g.,  kitchen/pantry 

at Tierra Blanca) 
2. The following items would not be suitable for the consent agenda: 

·  Approval of the annual budget 
·  Approval of the annual update of the vision plan 
·  Approval of any motion the executive committee believes the board will wish to discuss. 
·  Approval of any item for which the bylaws require a specific vote of the board. 

Example of a possible CONSENT AGENDA 
The Honduras Agape Foundation Board of Directors have received the following documents in advance of the 5/20/09 meeting and the 
Executive Committee recommends their approval. (Documents on file with permanent minutes): 
1. Minutes of meeting of April 21, 2009 
2. Motion to approve construction of Tierra Blanca kitchen/pantry (designated donation) 
3. Motion to construct one home in Santa Clara (funds in hand) 
��  Motion to accept curriculum provided from La Cosecha for fall Agape Promises classes�

�

Attachment #3 
Fundraising Report 

May 2009 Board Meeting 
 

Fundraising Letter  
 
Contributions Received through May 18, 2009 
Number of Contributors:  38 
Total Amount Received:    $5240 

·  General Fund   $3790 
·  Construction         25 
·  Adopt a Village       875 
·  De-worming / Fluoride      150 
·  Highway Ministry       100 
·  Agape Promises       300 

Thank you notes have been sent to all. 

Cookbook 

Roxanne and I met to discuss the preparation of the cookbook. We decided to create the cookbook ourselves. We have established a 
target date of end of September. Recipes will be used from Gloria, Ana, Sandra and other women in Honduras. Additionally, 2 recipes 
will be requested from previous missionaries to Honduras, one being their favorite and the second to be used if we have duplicates or 



need more for a specific section, e.g. Appetizers. Our initial goal is to print 300 books, requiring each Board member to sell a minimum 
of 20 books. 

One Voice Concert 

Cancelled for lack of interest and funding. 

House Tour 

Work in process for fall tour 

Pecan Sale 

Vanna and Roxanne suggested we explore the sale of pecans, which has been a successful fundraising event in Vanna’s church. 
Additional details will follow 

Holley Heating 

Non-winner again this month. Will wait a month and try again in July 
 
Additional Church Outreach Progress  

 
A part of the Fundraising campaign for 2009 is an out reach to involve more churches and more missionaries in the Aiken, Starkville 
and Beaufort area. The following is the status of our progress in the past month: 
 

·  Roxanne met with the Rev. Charles Broome of the Philadelphia United Methodist Church. Charles was with us on a mission 
trip in July 2008. His church has appointed a new mission chair and we agreed to try to involve them more in the future. 

 
·  Roxanne will meet with the Rev. Pat Williams of Wesley United Methodist Church in Evans, GA on May 21 for an introduction 

of our outreach. 
 

·  Ken sent a list of questions to Maynor requested by St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Maynor met with the priest in Quimistan who 
responded to each question. He also indicated that he had no knowledge of HAF. After talking with Maynor, he indicated they 
would be interested in working with us. The answers to the questions have been forwarded to Bill Collins, my contact at St. 
Mary’s. He indicated he would talk with the priests there and get back to me next week. 

 
·  No additional information received on the other churches being considered for our outreach program. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ken Blohm 
May 18, 2009 
 
 

Attachment #4 
Medical Committee Report 
May 2009 Board Meeting 

 
Provide medical outreach to the community 
 
·  In April the medical brigade of Dr Elsa, Nurse Edith and Maynor visited the small villages of Banderas, El Pinal and Teoxintales. 
·  The team gathered data on the health problems of the patients in the 3 communities visited.  The data was broken down by age 

group.  Chicken pox among children was a common problem in April. 
·  Doctor Elsa continues to provide services at the Agape clinic. 99 patients were seen in March.  Statistics are not yet available for 

April.   
·  Edith is now testing the diabetic patient’s sugar levels one morning a week at Maynor’s office.  Since patients had to fast for the 

test, the afternoon clinic hours were not viable. 
·  Edith was out for a month following hernia surgery.   
 
Dental News 
·  The Starkville dentists plan to treat patients in Quimistan and Pueblo Nuevo. One of the activities we hope to accomplish is to have 

them evaluate the Honduran dental students cleaning the teeth of the AP youth to determine if the dental students are qualified to 
perform the cleaning.  Our team desires to provide twice yearly cleaning for AP youth in an effort to focus on prevention.   

·  With Anne Buffington and Randy we need to coordinate needs of the dental team with availability of dental materials in Quimistan.  
Arrangements need to be made for the portable dental machine to be serviced in the US. 

·  We have provided Bill Bengtson with photos and an article for the local newspapers. 
 
Lowering our cost of medicines 
·  The team had previously generated a very promising list of ideas for lowering our cost of meds however we have been unable to 

make good progress on this front.  We plan to regroup and look for new ways and new helpers to move this important effort 
forward. 



·  Meanwhile, contributions to the Adopt Village programs continue to arrive which is a positive contributor to our overall medical 
expenses. 

 
Bio Sand Filters / Water testing 
·  We plan to test the water in the 6 villages mentioned above to see if Biosand filters are a good fit.  Allen has obtained water testing 

kits which were delivered with the March team.  Unfortunately the instructions were in English.  Translation is in process. 
·  The next step in the Samaritan’s purse Bio Sand filter project was to be training in July. Karen provided the following update “… It 

is with great sadness that I have to report that we learned early last week that Samaritan’s Purse backed out of the Santa Clara 
project after the Canadian office reported that the contamination level was below their required level for intervention.  They did not 
deny that the water is very contaminated, but they chose not to fund the project in Santa Clara at this time, saying it did not meet 
their criteria.  Evidently, the original test results from the fall were handled at the local office, which approved the project, while the 
recent results were forwarded on to the Canadian office.  We are planning to ask that a representative from the San Pedro Sula 
office return to Santa Clara to explain to the people why the project they presented to the community in January was no longer 
possible. …” 

·  As a follow up we have requested that we obtain the accept / reject criteria from Samaritan’s Purse to facilitate a smooth path in 
the future. 

 
Eye clinics 
·  A team has been formed to develop the eye training video (Tommy, George S, Ken and June).  During the team meeting last 

month, Tommy illustrated the capabilities available to produce a video.  Each member has assignments so the video may be 
completed.   

 
Baby Moises 
·  The long awaited operation was approved by the cardiologist.  It was scheduled for May 14th.  However there was a medical 

emergency at the hospital and the operation is now scheduled for May 21st. 
 
Planning for the Summer Teams 
·  We are working with Maynor to provide the teams with location details for fluoride / deworming and the eye clinics. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ken and June Blohm 
May 18, 2009 
  

 
Attachment #5 

Construction Committee Report for 20 May 2009 
Submitted by George Dewhirst 

 
1. Three board members have volunteered to serve on the construction, Jerry Taylor, George Sewell, and Sam Turnipseed. 
2. Activities in Honduras  

a. The cafeteria at the kindergarten in Tierra Blanca is complete. 
b. The home for the Guillermo Rapalo family is under construction and should be completed before the first team arrives in June. 

Mr. Peter Borg, the donor, was to have visited Santa Clara earlier this month but I have not received a report from Arturo on 
his visit. 

c. Repairs to Ms. Eloisa’s kitchen are also underway funds from Mr. Borg again. 
d. Preparations (digging foundation trenches) for the construction of the classroom and kitchen/pantry in Santa Clara have 

begun. 
3. HAF still does not have sufficient undesignated funds to construct the kitchen/pantry at Senora Ada Umunzor’s kindergarten. 
4. A report requested by the President concerning a Construction Process Review has been submitted separately.  

 
 

Supplemental Construction Committee Report 20 for May 2009: 



 
As a result of contributions from FPS Starkville we have been able to provide new tires for Arturo’s truck as well as a cleaning 
of the engine fuel injectors. This will provide for safe transport of our mission teams this summer. 

George Dewhirst, Chair 
 

Attachment #6 
Evangelism and Nurture Committee Meeting 

May 11, 2009 
 

Present:  Beth Purvis, Ed Norton, Roxanne Turnipseed 
 
1.  Opening prayer and Devotional by Roxanne 

Ed Norton also shared a devotional from a daily prayer guide for missions created at St. John’s UMC, “Global Impact Celebration”. 
2.  Minutes from last meeting were approved as submitted. 

With approval from the HAF President and committee members, Roxanne Turnipseed agreed to serve as the chairperson for the 
rest of the year. 

3.  Budget review 
 Budgeted for 2009: $4000 
 VBS, Jan. 2009 trip - $148.43 
 Pounding for Ms. Amalia’s house $85.68 
 VBS, summer trips - $158.53 
 Total spent:  $ 392.64 to date 
4.  Evangelical Flier 

The drafted HAF flier was discussed and revisions made. 
 
Motion to BOD:  The HAF flier be approved for print ing and distribution during the 2009 summer months.   An evaluation will 
be held at the beginning of August with area pastor s, and HAF support staff.  See attached. 
 
5.  Mission trip Events – Planning and buying for 500 for Salvation Bracelet Program.  Beth Eberhard, Karen and Roxanne are getting 

supplies for each team.  They will be transported by June group and left for each subsequent team. 
 
June 10-20 

Distribute School Supplies and VBS Banderas   Beth Eberhard Coordinate 

 Salvation Bracelet Martha's Ranch (Sun. Sch.) Beth Eberhard Coordinate 
July 5-15 

VBS and meal Ministry of the Highway Karen Livingston/George 
July 20-27 

Salvation Bracelet Prog. Las Montanitas June Blohm Coordinate 

Salvation Bracelet Prog. Agape Church June Blohm Coordinate 
July 28-Aug.7 

Movie and snack for youth Santa Clara Ann Buffington & Suyapa Coord. 

Door to Door visits- beans and coffee Santa Clara Ann and  Suyapa 

Visit local schools, act out Bible story SC & Quimistan Ann and Suyapa 
 
6.  A letter was sent to Pastor Zaldivar via Maynor on 04-23-09 explaining our desire to hold small, multiple events this year. 
7.  New Business 

a. Request for support from Club Desafio: 
 

Motion:  Approval of donation of $500 to support an d maintain the Club at the colegio of Quimistan.  T he annual event will be 
held in the second week of August. 
 

b. Preparation for ‘pounding’ for Guillermo’s home in Santa Clara was approved by committee. 
c. Discussion and plans were made for the following while Roxanne is in Honduras this summer for two months: 

·  Attempt to meet with the Club Desafio chapter at the local colegio. 
·  Attempt to meet with the Pastor’s Association of Quimistan. 
·  Have an evaluation meeting with local support staff to discuss the HAF flier and any needed amendments. 

 
Closing Prayer by Beth 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Roxanne Turnipseed 
 
 

Attachment #7 
Proposed HAF Evangelical Flier 
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Plan to put an address label here with the local 
churches contact information. 



 

 

 
Attachment #8 

Agape Promises Program 
May 2009 Board Meeting 

 
 

May Statistics 
·  Children in Program – April     45 
·  Child dropped out of school       1 

Children in program May 16      44 
 
The child who voluntarily dropped out of school did so as she elected to change her course of study.  The Honduran school system 
does not permit changing courses of study midyear.  Since she dropped out of school she can no longer participate in the AP program. 
 
At the last Board meeting we were asked to follow up on previous methods for providing children with uniforms and other school 
supplies.  One effort mentioned was the use of a credit at the Quimistan Wal-Mart. Another idea was to purchase the items directly. 
 
As was mentioned during last month’s Board meeting we were unable to learn anything about these efforts from those involved on the 
US HAF team.  Subsequently we asked Maynor to ask those involved in the AP program in Honduras.  Jose Luis Santos had a 
recollection of the Wal-Mart effort but no other information. 
 
Our plan is to continue to have school supplies and uniforms paid via the existing method of registration fees and the benefit. 
 
Maynor reports good utilization of the office computer by the AP youth. 
 
First bimestre grades have started to arrive.  We are closely monitoring the grades of the 7th graders. 
 
Maynor has completed the first section in the Rosetta Stone and is now working on section 2. We would encourage Board Members to 
communicate to Maynor in English using simple, basic words and simple sentence structure. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ken and June Blohm 
May 16, 2009 
 

Attachment #9 
Travel Committee Report 05-20-09 
Submitted by Roxanne Turnipseed 

1. Mission Trips 
I. June 10-20: Team Leader s– Roxanne/Beth Eberhard  

Males - 4 (2 adult); Females - 7 (3 adult) 
To date: Six are traveling via Columbia to Atlanta to SPS. Three via Atlanta to SPS 
June 10 –Trinity UMC van reserved, Tommy to drive to Columbia 
June 20 – Trinity UMC van reserved, Tommy to drive to Columbia 
Bruce Eberhard will drive 3 to and from Atlanta. 
Translators:  Andrea Pena, Arturo Antelo 

 
II. July 5-15: Team Leaders– George Dewhirst/Karen Livingston 

Males – 4 (3adults) ; Females- 9 ( 6 adults) 
July 5 – South Aiken Pres. Bus reserved to Columbia, driver -Allen Blancett. 
July 15 – St. John’s van reserved. Ed Norton and Vernon Derrick, set as drivers. 

  Translators:  Andrea Pena, Arturo Antelo, and Jennifer Dewhirst. 
 

III. July 20-27, FPA: Team Leaders – June/Ken Blohm  
Males - 5; Females - 11   
Group make up: 5 youth and 11 adults.   
FPCA has booked tickets and is handling the collection of the funds. 
July 20 - South Aiken Pres. Bus reserved 4am – 11am, driver not arranged to date. 
July 27 - South Aiken Pres. Bus reserved 2pm – 11pm, driver not arranged to date. 

  Translators:  Andrea Pena, Pablo Pacheco. 
 

IV. July 28 –Aug. 7: Team Leader – Anne Buffington 



 

 

Males -7; Females - 5   
  Translators:  Andrea Pena, Arturo Antelo  

 
3.  Scholarship: 

We have awarded four scholarships.  Note:  We have received three ‘thank you’ notes.  (Will pass around at mtg.) 
Funds available: $734.40.  Frequent Flyer miles via Delta: 5,965(T’seed account) and 23,474(HAF acct.). 
 

4.  Team support in Quimistan 
a) Ana Gallardo, coordinator; Gloria and Sandra as cooks and laundress.  As requested, HAF has purchased a set of 

cookware and kitchen supplies to be kept separate for team use.   
b) Transportation In Country 

Correction:  Transportation in country for March, a 12 passenger van, rented for $87/day plus fuel. 
 The Turnipseeds have purchased a 1999 Ford Expedition which they hope to have in Honduras by June 10 for each 

mission team to use.  See motion below: 
 

 Plan to arrange with the gentleman who owns the van in Santa Clara to help transport the team members back and 
forth to Santa Clara realizing that we will have to work around his student delivery schedule. 

 
Motions from committee:  
1.  To provide Arturo Antelo with the designated $6 00 plus an additional $600 to make needed repairs t o his truck 

and to purchase new tires in preparation for team s upport travel.  ($616 – tires, $401 - clutch repairs, $60 -tune up,  
$100- drive train overhaul. $135 already spent on p arts purchased in US)   

2. To allow the Turnipseeds to place their request for reduced fees to ship the 1999 Ford Expedition t o the shipping 
co. on HAF letterhead.   No responsibility will be taken on by HAF in so doi ng.  

  OPEN         First Pres/Aiken     

Jun-09 Christina Marie Eberhard 10-Jun 20-Jun   
July-
2009  June Manley Blohm 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Elizabeth Fabrick Eberhard 10-Jun 20-Jun     Kenneth F. Blohm 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Annalise Elaine Eberhard  10-Jun 20-Jun     Gerald E.Depo 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Lauren Michelle Norton  10-Jun 20-Jun     Joan B. Graham 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Cecelia Newman  10-Jun 15-Jul     Katie Jane Gray 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Donald Josey  10-Jun 20-Jun     Carol T. Hidlay 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Brian Eberhard 10-Jun 20-Jun     Sally Lawrence Jenkins 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Eric Lambert 10-Jun 20-Jun     William Brockman McLeod 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Lila Marie Smith 10-Jun 20-Jun     Ryan Christopher Maddrey 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Roxanne Turnipseed ? ?     Alan Irwin Moses 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  Sam Turnipseed ? ?     Lenaya Jane Raack 20-Jul 27-Jul 

            Ashley Grace Reid 20-Jul 27-Jul 

            Carol Fookes Ryder 20-Jul 27-Jul 

            Aubrie Rose Salzman 20-Jul 27-Jul 

            Allison Bedford Shearouse 20-Jul 27-Jul 

            Holly Kidder Shoaf-O'Kula 20-Jul 27-Jul 

  OPEN         OPEN     

July 
2009  George Dewhirst 5-Jul 15-Jul   

July-
Aug. 
2009  Anne Buffington 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Jennifer Dewhirst 5-Jul 15-Jul     Jim McBride 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Ron Livingston 5-Jul 15-Jul     Melanie Mullenax 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Karen Livingston 5-Jul 15-Jul     Donna McBride 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Joshua Livingston 5-Jul 15-Jul     Anna Marie Foster 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Kristin Livingston 5-Jul 15-Jul     Jeff Foster 28-Jul 7-Aug 



 

 

  Sally Rausch 5-Jul 15-Jul     Jack Smith 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Janice Rausch 5-Jul 15-Jul     Andrew Fountain 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Cecelia Newman 10-Jun 15-Jul     Ryan Thorn 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Shirley Auvigne 1-Jul 18-Jul     Dr. Wesley Ferguson 27-Jul 2-Aug 

  Deirdre Melnyk  1-Jul 18-Jul     Justin Estes 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Sam Turnipseed 5-Jul ?     Cameron Beaty 28-Jul 7-Aug 

  Roxanne Turnipseed ? ?           

 
Attachment #10 

May 2009 Justa Stove Report 
Submitted by George Dewhirst 

 
Arturo reports that three Justa Stoves have been completed and that the ladies of Santa Clara are all wishing to be the next to receive a 
Justa. He has remaining 5 griddle tops but has spent all of the initial $300 that we provide for Justa construction. The cost to construct 
one stove is $60 or less (actual cost for the first three is $55.32). Construction has been completed by Cisto. 
 
Allen Blancett has found a sponsor who is willing to underwrite the completion of the Justa Stoves in Santa Clara using the following 
criteria for priority of construction:  

1) replace interior stove that are not vented to outside, and  
2) replace interior stove that are vent to outside but are inefficient. 

 
We have not been able to get anyone from Quimistan trained in Justa Stove construction yet, but I am working to make that happen. 
 
Motion: That once a suitable recipient has been ide ntified, HAF authorize $40 to complete construction  of a Justa Stove in 
Quimistan to train a local workman using one of the  available griddle tops. 
 

�
�

To refresh everyone’s knowledge of Justa Stoves 
 

In Jan. 2009, HAF began exploration in the area of helping home owners reduce the number of respiratory related diseases.  
One major contributor is the smoke created by their wood burning adobe ovens which are used daily in their home. 
  We were introduced to the Justa (pronounced Hu-sta) stove which was developed by the coordinated efforts of the people of 
Central America; Trees, Water, and People; Rotary International; and Aprovecho Research Center. 
 
The Justa stove is for people who make tortillas, have multiple pots, and cook indoors. The Justa: 
 

·  Has generated an average fuel savings of 40% in Central America. Savings depend on the efficiency of the previous stove. 
·  Removes 100% of wood smoke from the house and produces 35-85% less green house gases than an open fire. 
·  Is easy to construct. Two people can build a Justa in 4-8 hours. 
·  Is long lasting. In Honduras, Justas are being built with a life expectancy of ten years (not including the chimney) for 

approximately $50. 
·  Has a high level of acceptance in many Central American communities. 

 



 

 

HAF hopes to begin construction and installation of a few trial stoves early in spring of 2009. 
 
For further information on the Justa Stove, visit: 

Website for Aprovecho Research Center - www.aprovecho.net 
or 
Website for Trees, Water, and People - www.treeswaterpeople.org 
 

Attachment #11 
HAF Construction Process Review 

Submitted by George Dewhirst 
 

Since the first mission team visit to Quimistan in the spring of 1999 we have repaired or constructed homes. We have always tried to 
keep the focus on supporting the local folks by providing employment opportunities and purchasing a majority of the materials locally. 
We also have always depended upon locals to select the families who were to receive the new homes. We have also had our local 
representative ensure the home recipient had clear title to the property.  
 
In a similar manner when we expanded our outreach and moved to help local schools by repairing existing structures or constructing 
new ones we have continued to focus on locals to provide the labor and materials. 
 
Now to the future; what follows is a response to a series of questions posed by Allen Blancett: 
 
Do we want to continue to build homes? Yes, because there continues to be such a great need for basic shelter. 

·  in Quimistan? Yes, but probably fewer than in the past, but when appropriate, such as a homes for families from the Village by 
the highway. The biggest problem here will be obtaining appropriate property. 

·  in Santa Clara? Yes, as there is great need there. 
·  in other villages? Yes, when appropriate needs are identified and funds are available. 

Do we want to build classrooms, or school bathrooms, or church buildings, or clinics, or cafeterias, or any kind of public-use 
facility? Yes, as the need, opportunity and funds are available.   We should work very hard to obtain funding to construct kitchen/pantry 
for the kindergarten in Quimistan which would support feeding of Agape Promise children at their Sunday Bible Study.  I recommend 
that the Medical Committee seriously consider building a dental clinic in Quimistan which would allow much improved dental care in the 
Quimistan Valley by providing means for increased dental team visits. See below * for further discussion. 
 
If so, where, and how will we decide?  Consider requests and also where we see a need. The construction committee will make 
recommendations and the BOD can approve or disapprove subject recommendations. 
 
What will we not do? I believe we’ll know when an inappropriate project is proposed.  
 
Whose building standards will we build to, who will define those, with what materials? We should use the local standards and depend 
upon our local construction supervisor, Jose Pinto, if we have a question. In the past for construction using blocks we have used a 
construction method used throughout Central America and the Caribbean using reinforced columns and reinforced cap rails to ensure 
integrity of the structure. 
Using the locally fired bricks and roof tiles in Santa Clara is a new approach which has resulted in a less expensive structure and has 
provided income to the local micro-enterprise. The brick structure may also provide a cooler structure.   

·  Local--Quimistan?  Santa Clara?  Other?  e.g., what kind of windows? As recommended by our local community 
representative and construction supervisor. 

·  Our standards? Every building we have constructed has been sturdy and suited the purpose for which it was intended within 
reasonable limits.  Where necessary, we have made minor modifications for things like ventilation on a few projects. Every 
building constructed has been done well and is well above the standards of the neighborhood where they stand.  That should 
be our standard. 

·  Blocks & tin roof, brick & tile roof, etc.--and do we want to buy bricks and roof tiles from the Santa Clara brick factory? In Santa 
Clara we should use bricks and roof tiles to support the local micro-enterprise, for other locations we should consider bricks 
and roof tiles after evaluating cost of transporting them to the location in question.  

Will we get competitive bids? I’m not sure who would be in competition, since we try in all case to use local labor, but I’m willing to listen 
to others brilliant ideas to obtain competitive bids. 
 
If not, how will we know the price is reasonable? We depend upon the honesty of our selected builders, but we should always have a 
cost estimate before we approve a project and we should always compare the estimate to previous costs of similar projects. If our 
builders (men from local churches whom we know.) are not honest, I doubt that we’ll do better by looking around for the lowest bidder in 
Honduras from those we don’t know. 



 

 

·  Who will write specifications to what detail? We use the standard designs that we have been using, after all we’re not building 
a nuclear plant or an oil refinery!!  

·  How much of a plan will be needed? We need a basic floor plan and cost estimate. We don’t need to reinvent the wheel for 
every similar project.   

·  Who decides what to include? We listen to our local experts and decide what seems appropriate and cost effective. 
·  Who is qualified to bid, with what record of past work? We use people we have used in the past and for new locations we 

depend upon our local representative and our construction supervisor along with input from the local community. 

Who will be our local overseer? Jose Pinto is our BOD approved and compensated construction supervisor.  
 
Will that person also be a bidder and possible builder and possible laborer? Yes, if appropriate. This has been addressed by BOD. 
 
Will we have a local contact person who will assess and recommend priorities among several requests for help? We have always had a 
local contact and depended on their advice as we have depended on Arturo to advise us on the next home and the Justa Stoves in 
Santa Clara and Ana and Jose Pinto in Quimistan.   
 
Will we get any community input? The above is the definition of community input. 
 
How will we deal with Martha Thomsen's requests? We should respond as quickly and efficiently as possible following BOD approval. 
 
Will we build anything that will belong to HAF in Honduras? Yes, if we become an NGO recognized in Honduras, I believe we should 
unless we intend to be long term renters. *Specifically, I recommend that we obtain property and build a dental clinic at some location in 
the Quimistan Valley. This clinic could contain space for the HAF offices. For this effort the Medical Committee should form a sub-
committee and develop a capital campaign to pursue this initiative.    
 
How will we receive and evaluate and respond to requests? We seem to get enough requests to keep us busy without looking for 
them.  We should let the construction committee evaluate requests and recommend which ones to build. Each formal request should 
receive a response that we are evaluating the request.  
 
On what basis will we propose priorities among requests? We should rely on a prayerful decision from the construction committee, 
based on input from all parties mentioned above.  
 
To what extent will we balance local participation and team participation? If possible we should always strive to have both. For home 
construction there should always be participation from those receiving the home unless the recipient is physically unable to help. 
 
Will we have expectations regarding when building is done, relative to mission trip timing? Any group which believes strongly enough in 
building to put money on projects should have the highest priority and the opportunity to participate in the project.  After that, yes, we 
should try to have something for each group to do.  Those who don't wish to do construction should not feel any more compelled than 
those who do not wish to do medical or VBS functions. 

 
 

Attachment #12 
Mission Trip Planning 

 
June 10-20    
Project Title Location Responsible Party Notes 

Classroom Santa Clara Construction Com. Start Construction 

Attend AP Bible Study Kindergarten - Quimistan Team Ldr. Perform Bible skit and share meal 

Medical brigade visit El Pinal Thursday 6/18/09 Maynor Conduct water tests 

Eye Clinic (2 days) Quimistan Maynor schedule  

Conduct Fluoride/deworming School - TBD Maynor schedule  

Kindergarten Kitchen/Pantry Quimistan Construction Com. 
Construction contingent on avail. of 

funds 

Distribute School Supplies & VBS 
(Salv. Bracelet) Banderas Friday 6/12/09 Evangelism Com. Beth Eberhard Coordinate 

VBS Program (Salv. Bracelet) Martha's Ranch (Sun. Sch.) Evangelism Com. Beth Eberhard Coordinate 

Build bookcases & desks Las Montanitas & Teoxintales Construction Com.  

    
 
 
    



 

 

July 5-15    
Project Title Location Responsible Party Notes 

Classroom Santa Clara Construction Com. Continue construction 

Cafeteria Santa Clara Construction Com. Start Construction 

Attend AP Bible Study Kindergarten - Quimistan Karen/Ron Perform Bible skit and share meal 

Medical brigade visit Jicaro Thursday 7/9/09 Maynor/Karen Conduct water tests 

Conduct eye clinic TBD Maynor schedule El Pinal or other Aldea 

Conduct Fluoride/deworming School - TBD Maynor schedule Santa Clara? 

Conduct water testing Village by the Road   

Kindergarten Kitchen/Pantry Quimistan Construction Com. 
Construction contingent on avail. of 

funds 

VBS and meal Ministry of the Highway Karen/George  

Build bookcases & desks Las Montanitas & Teoxintales Construction Com.  

    
    

July 20-27    
Project Title Location Responsible Party Notes 

Medical brigade visit Las Montanitas Thursday 7/23/09 Maynor/June Conduct water testing 

Conduct eye clinic ?? Maynor schedule  

Perform Flouride & deworming Quimistan Maynor schedule Francisco Borgan School 

Build bookcases & desks Las Montanitas & Teoxintales 
Construction 

Com./Ken  

Distrb. food & evangelism mat. Ministry of the Highway   

Attend AP Bible Study Kindergarten Quimistan June Perform Bible skit and share meal 

Perform Salvation Bracelet Wksp. TBD  Check on Materials 

Kindergarten Kitchen/Pantry Quimistan Construction Com. 
Construction contingent on avail. of 

funds 

Salvation Bracelet Prog. Las Montanitas Evangelism Com. June Blohm Coordinate 

Salvation Bracelet Prog. Agape Church Evangelism Com. June Blohm Coordinate 

    
 
    

July 28-Aug. 7    
Project Title Location Responsible Party Notes 

Classroom Santa Clara Construction Com. Complete Construction 

Cafeteria Santa Clara Construction Com. Complete Construction 

Attend AP Bible Study Kindergarten Quimistan Ann B. Perform Bible skit and share meal 

Medical brigade visit TBD Maynor schedule Conduct water tests 

Conduct Fluoride/deworming School - TBD Maynor schedule  

Movie and snack for youth Santa Clara Ann B. & Suyapa Ann Buffington & Suyapa Coord. 

Build bookcases & desks Las Montanitas & Teoxintales Construction Com.  

Door to door visits - beans & coffee Santa Clara Ann B. & Suyapa  

Visit local schools - act out Bible story Santa Clara Ann B. & Suyapa  

Dental clinic Agape Clinic & Pueblo Nuevo  7/29-30 - Agape, 7/31Pueblo Nuevo 

Eye Clinic Santa Clara 8/5-6/09 Ann B. & Suyapa  
 

    
Attachment #13 

FPCA Intergenerational Mission Trip 
May 16, 2009 

 
Below is an update on the latest happenings with the FPCA Intergenerational Mission Trip: 

·  Roxanne has reserved the SAPC van for the trip to and from Atlanta.  Holly and Allison are recruiting a van for the trunks and 
drivers. 



 

 

·  The church has received payment from all participants. 
·  Detailed info on participants for the Travel Coordinator is 99% done and will be forthcoming next week. 
·  Malaria and cipro needs are in the process of being collected and will be forwarded to Dr Vaughters’ office the first week of 

June. 
·  Details on the various team activities are being coordinated with Committee chairs. 
 

The team held the second meeting on April 29th which included a cookout at the church.  Lots of new vocabulary was added dealing 
with meals. Updates on administrative details were covered.  Holly conducted a team building exercise.  We rehearsed a Spanish 
language song.  Volunteers were recruited for postings to the blog.  The team brainstormed ways to get the congregation involved.  
Remember the pig and the chicken! 
  
Monthly meetings are scheduled from now until departure.  The next meeting is May 18th. 
 
Chris and Joe Kupcha are teaching weekly Spanish classes for the team.  We are all amazed at how much we have learned!  Do we 
have good teachers! 
 
The Mission Committee and the Session have approved asking the congregation for funding for fluoride and deworming meds and 
construction materials for desks and benches for the schools in Las Montanitas and Teoxintales.  Announcements were made in the 
newsletter and bulletin and contributions have begun to arrive.  Bruce and Brian Eberhard are building a model so we can zoom in on 
exact building materials requirements and how tos. 
 
Information on the trip is on the Missions bulletin board and in the weekly e- newsletter. 
 
We continue to ask for your prayers as we prepare for the trip. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ken and June Blohm 
May 16, 2009 

 

 

 
 


